SUMMARY In an epidemiological study of patients diagnosed as having hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection during a 12 month period in a London health district, 98 (67%) of 144 index cases and 146 (67%) of 218 of their named contacts were interviewed. The problems and benefits of using conventional contact tracing techniques in the management of this infection are discussed. Named contacts in stable relationships were more easily traced than young homosexuals with frequent anonymous contacts, and drug addicts. Information on the disease and the risk of its transmission to others was, however, welcomed by some homosexuals who were concerned to establish ways of identifying chronic carriers, immune men, and those at risk. A self help group was started as a result of this study.
Introduction
For many years the tracing of named contacts of patients with syphilis and gonorrhoea has been regarded as essential for controlling these diseases within the community. In the United Kingdom a well established system exists using health advisers attached to sexually transmitted diseases (STD) clinics. The major role of the health adviser is to identify sexual contacts at risk and to arrange for their examination and treatment, thus interrupting the line of transmission. This approach has been particularly successful in containing syphilis since the long incubation period has facilitated contact tracing. Contact tracing for other STD 
